INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EUROPEAN RESEARCH OUTPUT
ISSN: 2053-3578 I.F. 12.34

UDK: 81°373:61-053.2
NOMINATION PHENOMENON IN PEDIATRIC TERMINOLOGY: LINGUISTIC
AND LEXICOGRAPHIC FEATURES

Yusupova Shaxnoza Axrol qizi,
The teacher of “Teaching English as a second foreign language”
Department of UzSWLU
E-mail shaxnozka.yunusova@gmail.com
ORCID ID 0009-0009-8934-307X
Annotation

The study of medical terminology, particularly in pediatrics, reveals complex linguistic
mechanisms underlying the formation and usage of specialized vocabulary. This article
explores the phenomenon of nomination in pediatric terminology, focusing on its linguistic and
lexicographic characteristics. The research analyzes structural, semantic, and pragmatic aspects
of term formation, as well as the role of standardization in medical dictionaries. The findings
demonstrate that pediatric terms are shaped by both universal linguistic patterns and domain-
specific needs, ensuring precision, clarity, and cross-cultural consistency in medical
communication.
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Annotasiya
Tibbiy terminologiyani o‘rganish, ayniqsa pediatriya sohasida, maxsus leksikaning

shakllanishi va qo‘llanilishi zamirida murakkab lingvistik mexanizmlar mavjudligini
ko‘rsatadi. Ushbu maqolada pediatriya terminologiyasidagi nominatsiya hodisasi tahlil gilinib,
uning lingvistik va leksikografik xususiyatlariga alohida e’tibor qaratiladi. Tadqiqotda
terminlar yasalishining struktur, semantik va pragmatik jihatlari, shuningdek tibbiy lug‘atlarda
standartlashtirishning o‘rni ko‘rib chiqiladi. Natijalar shuni ko‘rsatadiki, pediatriya terminlari
umumiy lingvistik qonuniyatlar hamda sohaga xos ehtiyojlar ta’sirida shakllanib, tibbiy
mulogotda aniqlik, ravshanlik va madaniyatlararo uyg‘unlikni ta’minlaydi.
Kalit so‘zlar: pediatriya terminologiyasi, nominatsiya, lingvistika, leksikografiya, tibbiy til,
termin yasalishi

AHHOTaNuA
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HSY‘IGHI/IC MCI[I/ILII/IHCKOfI TEPMHHOJIOIUH, 0c00eHHO B oOJIacTH neauaTpruun, BBIABICT
CJIIOXKHBIC JIMHI'BUCTHYCCKUE MCXaHHU3MBbI,  JICKAIOIUE B OCHOBC (bOpMI/IpOBaHI/IH u
(YyHKIMOHUPOBAHUS CIHEIMATU3UPOBAHHON JIEKCUKU. B 1MaHHON cTaTbe paccMaTpuBaeTCs
(I)GHOMGH HOMUWHAIINU B HGIIH&TpPI‘-IGCKOfI TCPMHUHOJIOTUH C aKIICHTOM Ha €T0 JIMHIBUCTUYCCKHUC
U JIEKCHKOTpaUUeCcKre XapaKTEpPUCTHKU. B HMcClieoBaHUM aHAIM3UPYIOTCS CTPYKTYPHBIC,
CCMAHTHYCCKHUEC W IMPArMaTud4CCKHUC aCICKTBI O6paBOBaHI/I${ TEPMHUHOB, a TaKXC POJIb
CTaHdapTU3alluk B MCAWULUMHCKHUX CJIOBApPAX. HOJIy‘{eHHLIe PE3YIbTAaThl MOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO
neIuaTpuYeckue TepMUHBI (QOPMHUPYIOTCS TMMOJ BO3ACUCTBHEM KaK YHUBEPCAIbHBIX
JIMHIT'BUCTHUYCCKHUX SaKOHOMepHOCTCﬁ, Tak H CHCI_[I/I(bI/ILIeCKI/IX HOTpe6HOCTeI71 oTpaciii,
o0ecrieunBas TOYHOCTDb, SCHOCTbB MU MCKKYJIBTYPHYIO COIJIACOBAHHOCTH B Me,Z[I/IIlHHCKOﬁ
KOMMYHUKAIIUH.

KaroueBble cJioBa: neanaTpuicCKas TCPMUHOJIOIUA, HOMMHaIIWs, JIMHI'BUCTHKA,
J'ICKCI/IKOFpa(bI/IH, MeI[I/ILII/IHCKI/Iﬁ SA3BIK, 06pa30BaHHe TCPMHHOB
Introduction

Medical language constitutes a highly specialized subsystem of natural language,
characterized by its precision, standardization, and functional orientation toward professional
communication. Within this system, terminology serves as the primary instrument for encoding,
transmitting, and preserving medical knowledge. Terms are not merely linguistic units; they
function as cognitive tools that structure scientific understanding and facilitate accurate
Interaction among healthcare professionals. The effectiveness of medical discourse largely
depends on the clarity, consistency, and systematic organization of its terminological units.

Pediatric terminology occupies a distinct place within medical language due to its focus
on the physiological, psychological, and developmental characteristics of children. Unlike
general medical terminology, it reflects age-specific conditions, developmental stages, and
diagnostic approaches unique to infancy, childhood, and adolescence. Consequently, pediatric
terms must balance scientific precision with communicative accessibility, as they are often used
not only among professionals but also in interactions with patients’ families and caregivers.

A key mechanism underlying the formation of pediatric terminology is the phenomenon
of nomination, defined as the linguistic process of assigning names to concepts, objects, and
phenomena. Nomination is closely linked to cognitive processes, as it reflects how specialists
conceptualize and categorize medical knowledge. In pediatric terminology, nomination is
influenced by multiple factors, including classical language sources (Latin and Greek),

descriptive naming practices, metaphorical extensions, and, in some cases, eponymous

> Vol.5 No.5 MAY (2026) {203 }




INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EUROPEAN RESEARCH OUTPUT
ISSN: 2053-3578 I.F. 12.34

formations. These diverse strategies contribute to the richness and complexity of the
terminological system.

From a linguistic perspective, the study of nomination involves analyzing the structural,
semantic, and pragmatic features of terms. Structurally, pediatric terms often exhibit patterns
such as affixation, compounding, and borrowing. Semantically, they tend to demonstrate a high
degree of precision and limited ambiguity, which is essential for clinical accuracy.
Pragmatically, their usage is shaped by communicative contexts, including doctor—doctor and
doctor—patient interactions.

From a lexicographic standpoint, pediatric terminology is subject to processes of
codification and standardization in specialized dictionaries, glossaries, and international
classification systems. These resources aim to ensure terminological consistency across
languages and professional communities, thereby supporting effective global medical
communication. At the same time, ongoing advancements in medical science continuously
generate new concepts that require systematic nomination and lexicographic representation.

Despite the importance of pediatric terminology, the nomination processes underlying its
development remain insufficiently explored, particularly in the context of their linguistic and
lexicographic dimensions. A comprehensive analysis of these processes can provide valuable
insights into the interaction between language and medical knowledge, as well as contribute to
the improvement of terminological standardization and dictionary compilation practices.

Therefore, this study aims to investigate how nomination operates in pediatric terminology

and to identify its key linguistic and lexicographic features. By examining the mechanisms of
term formation and their representation in lexicographic sources, the research seeks to enhance
the understanding of pediatric medical language and its role in contemporary scientific and
professional communication.
Nomination in linguistics refers to the process by which linguistic signs are used to name and
categorize elements of reality, including objects, phenomena, actions, and abstract concepts. It
Is a fundamental aspect of language development and functioning, as it reflects how human
cognition organizes and structures knowledge through verbal expression. The theory of
nomination is closely connected with semantics, word formation, cognitive linguistics, and
terminology studies, as it explains how meaning is encoded into lexical units.

From a theoretical perspective, nomination is not a purely linguistic mechanism but a
cognitive and communicative process. Cognitive linguistics views nomination as a reflection

of human conceptualization, where mental representations of reality are transformed into
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linguistic forms. In this sense, naming is influenced by perception, experience, cultural
background, and conceptual categorization. Different languages may nominate the same object
differently depending on how speakers perceive and structure their experience of the world.

Traditional linguistic theory also emphasizes the structural aspects of nomination, focusing
on word formation processes such as derivation, compounding, semantic shift, and borrowing.
These mechanisms allow languages to expand their lexical systems and create new names for
emerging concepts. In scientific and technical discourse, nomination is highly systematic and
often regulated by international standards to ensure clarity and universality.

In addition, modern terminology theory highlights the dual nature of nomination: it has
both nominative (naming) and communicative (informational) functions. In specialized fields
such as medicine, law, and technology, nomination must ensure precision, avoid ambiguity,
and maintain consistency across languages. This leads to the development of standardized
terminological systems, where each term corresponds to a clearly defined concept.

Thus, the theoretical background of nomination in linguistics integrates cognitive,
structural, and functional approaches. It demonstrates how language not only reflects reality but
also actively organizes and shapes human understanding of it through systematic naming
processes.

Medical terminology represents a highly structured and systematically organized lexical
system that has developed under the influence of scientific classification, international
cooperation, and long-standing linguistic traditions. Nomination in medical discourse is not
arbitrary; it is guided by strict principles that ensure precision, clarity, and universality in
communication among healthcare professionals.

One of the main features of nomination in medical discourse is its dependence on scientific
classification systems. Medical concepts such as diseases, anatomical structures, and
physiological processes are arranged within hierarchical frameworks. This classification-based
approach allows each term to occupy a specific place within a broader conceptual system,
ensuring consistency and reducing ambiguity in professional communication.

Another significant feature is the strong influence of classical languages, particularly Latin
and Greek. A large proportion of medical terminology is derived from these languages, which
serve as a universal linguistic foundation for medicine. Classical roots provide international
uniformity, semantic transparency for specialists, and long-term stability of terms. For example,

cardiology originates from the Greek “kardia” (heart) and “logos” (study), while pediatrics
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comes from “pais” (child). Such formations allow medical terms to be easily understood across
different linguistic communities.

International standardization also plays acrucial role in medical nomination. Global health
organizations, especially the World Health Organization (WHO), promote unified
terminological systems to ensure effective global communication. The International
Classification of Diseases (ICD), for instance, regulates the naming and coding of diseases,
ensuring that each medical condition is consistently identified and classified worldwide.

Pediatric terminology represents a specialized subsystem within medical discourse,
focusing on child health, development, and age-specific diseases. Its nomination processes
reflect both general principles of medical terminology and unique features related to childhood
development. Pediatric terms are designed to capture the dynamic and developmental nature of
the child organism, which distinguishes them from general medical vocabulary.

From a linguistic perspective, pediatric nomination demonstrates several specific features.
One of them is derivation from classical roots, where many terms are formed using Latin and
Greek elements. Terms such as neonatal, adolescent, and perinatal are widely used due to their
precision and international recognizability.

Another important feature is descriptive or motivated naming. In this case, terms are created
based on observable clinical characteristics. Examples include “blue baby syndrome,” which
describes cyanosis in newborns, and “failure to thrive,” which indicates delayed physical
development. Such terms are semantically transparent and allow for immediate clinical
understanding.

Eponyms also represent a notable aspect of pediatric terminology. Conditions such as

Down syndrome and Kawasaki disease are named after researchers or physicians who first
described them. Although eponyms are historically significant, they are sometimes criticized
for lacking descriptive clarity, leading to a gradual shift toward more systematic terminology
in modern medical practice.
In addition, abbreviations and acronyms are widely used in pediatric discourse. Terms such as
NICU (Neonatal Intensive Care Unit) and SIDS (Sudden Infant Death Syndrome) improve
efficiency in professional communication but may create difficulties for non-specialists due to
their condensed form.

Cognitively, pediatric nomination reflects the way medical professionals conceptualize
child health. It emphasizes developmental stages such as infancy, childhood, and adolescence,
and focuses on growth, maturation, and age-specific pathological conditions. As a result,
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pediatric terminology encodes important developmental distinctions and reflects the dynamic
nature of child development.

From a lexicographic perspective, pediatric terminology is systematically organized in
medical dictionaries and databases. Terms are structured according to alphabetical order,
thematic grouping, and conceptual hierarchies. Medical lexicography prioritizes precision,
ensuring that definitions are unambiguous and standardized across different sources.

In conclusion, nomination in medical discourse and pediatric terminology is characterized by
systematization, international standardization, classical linguistic influence, and cognitive
relevance. These features ensure that medical communication remains accurate, efficient, and
universally comprehensible, which is essential for both clinical practice and scientific research.
Methods

In this study, a comprehensive and multi-layered methodological approach was employed
to investigate the phenomenon of nomination and the linguistic as well as lexicographic features
of pediatric terminology. The research was designed within the framework of modern linguistic
theory, combining both qualitative and descriptive-analytical methods in order to ensure a
detailed and systematic examination of terminological units.

The primary methods used in the study included content analysis, terminological analysis,
and comparative linguistic analysis. Content analysis was applied to identify recurring patterns
in the formation and usage of pediatric terms within medical discourse. Terminological analysis
was used to examine the structural, semantic, and functional properties of selected terms,
focusing on their formation mechanisms, conceptual meaning, and standardization principles.
Comparative linguistic analysis enabled the identification of similarities and differences
between terms of classical origin and those formed through modern descriptive or abbreviated
processes.

The research material consisted of a wide range of authoritative sources, including modern
medical dictionaries, international terminological databases, classification systems such as the
International Classification of Diseases (ICD), and peer-reviewed scientific articles in the field
of pediatrics. These sources were selected to ensure reliability, academic validity, and
representativeness of contemporary pediatric terminology used in global medical practice.

The collected lexical units were systematically extracted and then classified according to
several key criteria. These included their classical origin (Greek or Latin roots), semantic
motivation (descriptive, eponymous, or abstract naming), and morphological structure (simple,

compound, or derived forms). Special attention was given to the identification of patterns of
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nomination, such as motivated naming based on clinical features, internationally standardized
terms, and abbreviated forms commonly used in clinical communication.

Overall, this methodological framework allowed for a detailed and structured analysis of
pediatric terminology as a dynamic linguistic system, revealing both its internal organization
and its functional role in medical communication.

Results
The results of the study demonstrated that the process of nomination in pediatric
terminology is realized through several interrelated and systematically structured patterns. First,
a considerable proportion of pediatric terms originates from Greek and Latin languages, which
serve as the principal sources of international medical vocabulary. This classical foundation
ensures terminological consistency, cross-linguistic uniformity, and long-term stability across
different medical systems and national languages.

Second, a large number of terms are created through descriptive (motivated) nomination. In
such cases, the naming process is directly based on observable clinical features, physiological
processes, or pathological conditions. This type of nomination enhances semantic transparency
and facilitates quick comprehension among medical professionals, as the term itself often
reflects the essential characteristics of the condition it denotes.

In addition, the study revealed that eponyms and abbreviations constitute an important
component of pediatric discourse. Eponyms, which are derived from the names of physicians
or researchers, preserve historical and scientific contributions within the medical field.
However, they may sometimes lack descriptive clarity. Abbreviations and acronyms, on the
other hand, are widely used to improve efficiency in clinical communication, especially in
emergency and documentation contexts.

From a lexicographic perspective, pediatric terminology is characterized by a high level of
systematization. The collected terms are not randomly distributed but are instead organized into
clearly defined semantic categories and hierarchical structures. This includes classification
based on anatomical systems, disease types, developmental stages, and functional disorders,
which reflects the structured nature of medical knowledge representation.

Discussion

The obtained results indicate that nomination in pediatric terminology is a multidimensional

process that extends beyond purely linguistic mechanisms. It represents an interaction between

linguistic structure, cognitive perception, and communicative necessity. The dominance of
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classical language elements highlights the importance of historical linguistic continuity in
maintaining the universality and stability of medical terminology.

At the same time, the presence of descriptive nomination shows that medical language is
strongly influenced by cognitive processes, as professionals tend to name conditions based on
perceptual and diagnostic features. This cognitive orientation makes pediatric terminology
more intuitive and clinically meaningful.

However, the study also highlights certain limitations. The use of eponyms, while
historically significant, may reduce semantic transparency and create difficulties in
understanding for non-specialists or international users. This has led to a gradual shift in modern
medical terminology toward more standardized and descriptive forms of naming.

Similarly, abbreviations, although highly efficient in professional communication, may
introduce ambiguity if not standardized properly. Their correct interpretation often requires
specialized medical knowledge, which can limit accessibility for broader audiences.
Overall, the findings suggest that pediatric terminology is continuously evolving under the
influence of scientific progress, globalization, and the need for more efficient communication
systems in healthcare.
Conclusion

The phenomenon of nomination in pediatric terminology is characterized by a high
degree of systematization, standardization, and functional adaptation to medical
communication needs. Its main features include the extensive use of classical Greek and Latin
roots, the prevalence of descriptive (motivated) nomination, the presence of eponyms, the
widespread use of abbreviations, and strict adherence to international terminological standards.

These linguistic mechanisms collectively ensure clarity, precision, and universality in
medical discourse. They also reflect the dynamic interaction between language and scientific
knowledge, where terminology continuously adapts to new medical discoveries and
communicative demands.

The study confirms that pediatric terminology is not a static lexical system but a dynamic
and evolving linguistic structure that mirrors both the development of medical science and the
cognitive processes underlying professional communication.
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