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Abstract. This article investigates the evolution of British dystopian fiction and how it
relates to technological, political, and social change. The essay delves into the dystopian genre,
namely the impact of technology on society, tyranny, surveillance technologies, manipulation,
and gender inequality. Drawing on the works of George Orwell, Aldous Huxley, and Naomi
Alderman, it examines the evolution of dystopian books and its warnings about future society
and technological advancement. The study investigates the significance of dystopian literature
in modern social and political situations by analyzing Orwell's 1984, Huxley's Brave New
World, and Alderman’s Power novels, focusing on totalitarian control, manipulation, and
social power dynamics.
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l. Introduction

British dystopian literature is distinguished by its profound social and political themes.
This genre's works explore issues such as social anxiety, authoritarian governments, technology
control, and human rights. Initially, it is worthwhile to delve deeper into the concept of dystopia,
which is defined as a dark, repressive, and authoritarian form of society in the future. This
concept is commonly seen in literature, movies, and philosophy, and it is predicated on the loss
of human liberty, moral deterioration, and excessive technological or societal control. The
books of George Orwell, Aldous Huxley, and Naomi Alderman are valuable resources for
charting this evolution. This article examines the evolution of British dystopian books and their
connection to social, political, and technical advancements.
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1. Methods and Analysis.

1. Early Industrialism: The rapid development of technology in the late 19th century,
following the Industrial Revolution, influenced British dystopian novels. For example, H.G.
Wells' The Time Machine (1895) depicts how technology is alienating humanity and the
disasters that will result from it in the future.

2. Totalitarianism and surveillance technologies: In the mid-20th century, especially
after World War 11, the theme of totalitarian regimes and world control technologies intensified
in dystopian novels. George Orwell's 1984 (1949) depicts the control of society through
surveillance technologies and powerful propaganda. This period is marked by the development
of telecommunications and surveillance technologies.

3. Cyberpunk: In the 1980s and 1990s, the cyberpunk genre emerged in dystopian
novels. It depicts the social injustice associated with the strong interaction of technology and
humanity, the development of cybernetics and artificial intelligence. For example, William
Gibson's Neuromancer (1984) explores virtual reality and artificial intelligence in a cyberpunk
context. During this period, technology clearly demonstrated its social impact, especially in
cyber-disconnected and unbalanced societies.

4. Biotechnology and artificial intelligence: In a new generation of dystopian novels,
especially in the 21st century, the development of biotechnology, genetic modification, and
artificial intelligence is showing its unchanging aspects. For example, in Kazuo Ishiguro's
Never Let Me Go (2005), genetic manipulation and human cloning technology create new
inequalities in society.

The evolution of British dystopian novels explores the impact of technology on society
and its social, political, and moral consequences. These novels often present threats related to
the malicious or unintended consequences of technology, which in turn presents readers with
the challenges of the future of humanity and technological progress.

George Orwell and Totalitarian Control George Orwell's novel "1984" is one of the
most important works of British dystopian literature, revealing the theme of absolute control by
a totalitarian state. The novel depicts technology as a means of surveillance and control by the
state over the population. Orwell's work refers to the political climate after World War 1l and
the repressive regimes of the Cold War. In his work, he shows the invasion of privacy, the

manipulation of reality, and the rise of authoritarian governments.
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George Orwell (1903-1950) is one of the most important writers of modern literature,
and his work is particularly known for its depiction of totalitarian control and repressive
societies. Through his novel "1984" (1949), he revealed how totalitarian regimes work and how
they threaten human freedom and consciousness.

George Orwell's Life and Inspiration George Orwell, whose real name was Eric Arthur
Blair, was born in British India. His political views and writings were shaped by various
experiences in his life. He participated in the Spanish Civil War and witnessed the repressive
nature of Stalinism and fascism firsthand. These experiences were later reflected in his novels
"Zoo" and "1984".

"1984" and Totalitarian Control

The novel "1984" is one of the most influential works about a totalitarian society. The
work depicts an Oceanic state that has complete control over human life. The government uses
constant surveillance and censorship of the press to control the thought processes of its citizens.

* Big Brother - the personification of an absolute ruler who controls everyone.

* "Doublethink" - the distortion of reality and forcing people to believe two opposing
ideas.

* Newspeak — restricting people’s free thought through the manipulation of language.

Orwell’s Messages Against Totalitarianism

Orwell’s works reveal how repressive power dominates the human mind and society. In
his novel “1984”, themes such as the development of surveillance technologies, information
corruption, and the distortion of reality remain relevant today

George Orwell’s ideas about totalitarianism are also of great importance in the modern
world. The novel “1984” is not only a historical work, but also serves as a warning for the
present. In today’s digital age, the mechanisms of surveillance and control described by Orwell
have further developed, and new threats to human freedom and privacy are emerging.
Therefore, Orwell’s works remind us of the importance of critical thinking and the protection
of freedom.

Aldous Huxley and the manipulation of society Aldous Huxley’s novel “Brave New
World” explores the topic of the manipulation of society through technological development.
Unlike Orwell's 1984, Huxley's work does not rule through violence, but through the
appeasement and distraction of people. The novel shows how pharmaceuticals, genetic
engineering, and propaganda tools are leading to the loss of humanity's ability to think
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independently. The technological advancements of the 20th century and the development of
consumer society were one of the main sources of inspiration for this work.

The novel "Brave New World" describes an artificially created society in which people
are divided into classes through genetic engineering. There are social classes such as "Alpha”,
"Beta", "Gamma", "Delta" and "Epsilon", each class having a certain level of intellectual and
physical abilities. The government uses a drug called "Soma" to keep people calm and obedient,
which becomes one of the most effective means of escaping reality.

Among the dystopian elements in the novel, the loss of personal freedoms, the artificial
control of human emotions, and the destruction of individualism occupy a special place.
Huxley's work deeply illuminates the social and moral problems that humanity faces as a result
of technological progress. He shows another way to perfectly control society: by giving people
so much prosperity that they lack nothing, their true freedom is destroyed.

In addition, Huxley shows that in this society there is no need for art, philosophy, and
deep thinking. Humans are adapted to live only through physical comfort and pleasure, and
therefore they have lost true freedom. Brave New World gives us a deep understanding of how
human moral values can change as a result of technological development.

Naomi Alderman and gender and power dynamics One of the brightest representatives
of modern dystopian literature is Naomi Alderman. Her novel Power examines the themes of
gender relations and power dynamics from a new angle. In this novel, women unexpectedly
gain access to electricity and are physically superior to men. As a result, the gender balance of
power shifts and new forms of oppression appear in society. This novel is connected with
modern feminist movements, discussions about biology and the social impact of power.
Alderman's work reflects the social and technological changes of the early 21st century.

With the rapid development of technology in the 21st century, dystopian ideas have taken
on new directions. Dystopias now encompass issues such as artificial intelligence, internet
surveillance, climate change, and the dominance of megacorporations:

* Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 (1953) — information control and censorship.

* Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale (1985) — gender repression and
totalitarianism.

* Suzanne Collins’ The Hunger Games (2008) — about post-apocalyptic society.

1. Conclusion
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The dystopian books of George Orwell, Aldous Huxley, and Naomi Alderman represent
the fears of British society at various points in time. Orwell's cautions about totalitarian control,
Huxley's critique of a manipulative and consumerist culture, and Alderman'’s views on gender
and power relations all help us comprehend the evolution of the dystopian genre and how it
relates to societal changes. These novels are significant not merely as works of fiction, but also
as reflections on societal development.
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