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Annotation:

This article offers a comprehensive linguistic analysis of adjectives within the lexical
system of Modern English. It explores the various semantic, syntactic, and morphological
properties of adjectives, highlighting their role in modifying nouns and conveying additional
meaning to sentences. The article categorizes adjectives into types such as qualitative,
quantitative, evaluative, and relative, and provides detailed examples of their usage in different
contexts. It also examines the syntactic functions of adjectives, distinguishing between
attributive and predicative positions, and explains how adjectives interact with other parts of
speech, such as nouns and verbs. The morphological analysis covers the degree of comparison
(comparative and superlative forms) and the process of adjective derivation through affixes.
Ultimately, the article emphasizes the integral role of adjectives in enriching communication,
contributing to both the structure and meaning of language. This analysis is a valuable resource
for understanding the complex mechanisms underlying adjective use in Modern English.

Key words: Adjectives, Lexical System, Semantic Properties, Syntactic Functions,
Morphological Properties, Attributive Adjectives, Predicative Adjectives, Comparative Forms,
Superlative Forms, Derivation of Adjectives, Qualitative Adjectives, Quantitative Adjectives,
Evaluative Adjectives, Relative Adjectives, Language Structure, Linguistic Analysis, English

Grammar, Modifiers, Noun Phrase, Word Formation

Annotatsiya:

Ushbu maqola Zamonaviy ingliz tilidagi sifatlar tizimining lingvistik tahlilini taklif etadi.
U sifatlarning turli semantik, sintaktik va morfologik xususiyatlarini o'rganib chigadi, ularning
nomlarni o'zgartirishdagi va gaplarga go'shimcha ma'no berishdagi rolini takidlaydi. Magola
sifatlarni sifatli, miqgdoriy, baholovchi va nisbiy kabi turlarga ajratib, ularning turli

kontekstlarda qo'llanilishi bo'yicha batafsil misollar keltiradi. Shuningdek, sifatlarning sintaktik
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funktsiyalarini ko'rib chigadi, atributiv va predikativ holatlarni farglaydi va sifatlarning boshga
so'z toifalari, masalan, nomlar va fe'llar bilan ganday o'zaro alogada bo'lishini tushuntiradi.
Morfologik tahlil taggoslash darajalari (giyosiy va eng yugori shakllar) va sifatlarni go'shimcha
suffikslar yordamida hosil gilish jarayonini o'z ichiga oladi. Nihoyat, maqola sifatlarning
mulogotni boyitishda, tilning tuzilishi va ma'nosiga hissa qo'shishdagi muhim rolini ta'’kidlaydi.
Ushbu tahlil Zamonaviy ingliz tilidagi sifatlarni qo'llashdagi murakkab mexanizmlarni
tushunish uchun gimmatli manba bo'lib xizmat giladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Sifatlar, Leksik tizim, Semantik xususiyatlar, Sintaktik funktsiyalar,
Morfologik xususiyatlar, Attributiv sifatlar, Predikativ sifatlar, Tagqoslash shakllari, Eng
yuqori shakllar, Sifatlarning hosil bo'lishi, Sifatli sifatlar, Miqdoriy sifatlar, Baholovchi sifatlar,
Nisbiy sifatlar, Til tuzilishi, Lingvistik tahlil, Ingliz tili grammatikasi, Modifikatorlar, Nom

guruhlar, So'z hosil bo'lishi

AHHoOTaLUA.

DTa cTarhsl MpearaeT BCECTOPOHHUN JUHTBUCTUYECKUN aHANU3 MpUJIaraTesibHbIX B
JIEKCUUECKOM CHUCTEME COBPEMEHHOr0 AaHTJIMHCKOro si3blka. OHa HCCHenyeT pa3iMyYHbIe
CEMaHTUYECKHE, CHHTAKCHYEeCKHE U MOP(OJIOTHYECKHE CBOMCTBA TMpUJIAraTelIbHbIX,
MOAYEPKHUBAsI UX POJIb B MOJU(PUKAIMKA CYIHICCTBUTEIBHBIX W BHECEHHUH JIOMOJIHUTEIHHOTO
cMpicia B mpennokeHusi. CraThsi KIACCUPUIMPYET MpUIaraTeibHbIe Ha KAa4eCTBEHHEIC,
KOJINYECTBEHHBIE, OLICHOYHBIE U OTHOCUTENIbHBIC, TPUBO/ISI IETATM3UPOBAHHBIE TPUMEPHI UX
HCIIOIB30BaHMS B Pa3HBIX KOHTEKCTaX. TakKe pacCMaTpUBAIOTCS CHMHTAKCHYECKHE (DYHKIIMU
MPUJIAraTeNbHbIX, Pa3Indie MEXITY aTpUOYTHBHBIM M MPETUKATHBHBIM TOJIOKEHHUEM, a TAKKE
00BACHSIETCS, KaK MpuilaraTeJibHble B3aUMOICUCTBYIOT C IPYTUMHU YaCTAMH PEYH, TAKUMHU KaK
CYIIECTBUTENLHBIC M TJArojbl. Mop(doIorudeckii aHallu3 OXBAaThIBAET CTETICHU CPaBHEHUS
(CpaBHUTENBHYIO U TMPEBOCXOJIHYIO (OpPMBI) U Mpolecc o0pa3oBaHUS NpUIAraTeiIbHBIX C
nomo1bio adpdukcoB. B 3akmoueHre cTaThs MOAYCPKUBACT BAXKHYIO POJIb NIPHIIAraTeIbHbIX B
oboramieHun OOIICHUS, UX BKJIAJ B CTPYKTYpY U 3HAUCHHUE SA3bIKA. DTOT aHAIHU3 SIBISETCA
LIEHHBIM PECYPCOM /I TOHUMAaHUS CJIIOKHBIX MEXAaHU3MOB MCIOJIb30BaHUS MPUIATaTeIbHBIX
B COBPEMEHHOM aHTJIMMCKOM SI3bIKE.

KawueBbie caoBa: Ilpuwiararensueie, Jlekcudeckas cuctema, CemMaHTHYECKHE
cBoiictBa, CuHrakcuyeckue ¢QyHkuuu, Mopdoaoruueckue cBoiicTBa, ATpUOYTHBHbBIE
npuiararensuele, IlpenukatuBHble mnpuiiaratenbHbie, @opmbl cpaBHeHus, [IpeBocxoaHas

(bopMa, HpOI/ISBO,[[CTBO npuiaraTCJIbHbIX, KauecTBeHHbIC NpUIaraTCJIbHbIC, KonnuecTBeHHbIe
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npuiararenbuble, OneHouHble TpwiIarateiabHble, OTHOCUTENBHBIE MpUJIaraTelIbHbIE,
Crpykrypa s3bika, JIuHrBUCTMYEeCKHMU aHanmu3, ['pamMmaTuka aHIJIUMHCKOrO  SA3bIKA,

Monudukatopsl, Ums cymectBurensHoe, OOpa3oBaHue CIOB

Introduction

Adjectives play a crucial role in the structure and meaning of language, functioning
primarily to modify nouns and contribute to sentence meaning. In English, adjectives serve a
vital purpose in expressing qualities, characteristics, and states of the entities they describe. The
study of adjectives within the lexical system is important for understanding the way English
communicates nuances of meaning and grammatical relationships. This article aims to explore
the linguistic analysis of adjectives in Modern English, focusing on their semantic, syntactic,
and morphological properties. Through this investigation, we will examine how adjectives
interact with other elements in the lexical system and how they contribute to the larger structure
of the language.

1. The Role of Adjectives in the Lexical System

Adjectives are part of a broader lexical category that includes nouns, verbs, and adverbs.
Their primary function in sentence structure is to provide additional information about a noun,
usually by describing qualities or attributes. Adjectives are typically used to modify or qualify
a noun, offering details that help the listener or reader to better understand the nature or
characteristics of the entity being discussed. This descriptive function is central to the way
adjectives are integrated into the lexical system.

In Modern English, adjectives may express a variety of meanings, such as physical
properties, emotional states, size, shape, color, age, nationality, or other characteristics. For
example:

« "The beautiful painting™ (describes the quality of the painting).

« "A large building” (describes the size of the building).

The interaction between adjectives and nouns creates meaningful associations, and
through this process, the adjective enriches the meaning of the sentence. Adjectives do not
typically stand alone as the main components of sentences but instead serve as modifiers or
descriptors of nouns.

2. The Semantic Properties of Adjectives
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Adjectives in English are highly varied in terms of the meanings they convey. They can
express qualitative, quantitative, or evaluative dimensions of nouns. The semantic properties of
adjectives can be categorized into several types based on the kind of meaning they represent:

2.1 Qualitative Adjectives

Qualitative adjectives describe inherent qualities or characteristics of the noun they
modify. These adjectives are often subjective and can express opinions, preferences, or
perceptions. For example:

« "A tall man" (describes the height of the person).

« "A soft fabric™ (describes the texture of the fabric).

2.2 Quantitative Adjectives

Quantitative adjectives refer to the quantity or amount of the noun they describe. They do
not necessarily express inherent qualities but instead provide information about the number or
extent of the noun. Examples include:

« "Three books" (refers to the number of books).

« "A little sugar" (refers to the quantity of sugar).

2.3 Evaluative Adjectives

Evaluative adjectives express judgments or opinions about the noun they modify. These
adjectives convey subjective assessments, often reflecting the speaker's attitude toward the
subject. For example:

« "A beautiful flower" (indicates the speaker's positive judgment of the flower's
appearance).

« "An ugly situation” (indicates a negative assessment of the situation).

2.4 Relative Adjectives

Relative adjectives are those that provide a comparative or relational meaning, often

requiring a comparison between two or more entities. These adjectives typically appear in

comparative and superlative forms, like "bigger,” "smaller,” "more interesting," etc. Examples
include:

« "A larger room" (compares the size of one room to another).

« "The smartest student" (identifies the student who has the highest intelligence in a
group).

3. Syntactic Functions of Adjectives
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Adjectives in English typically function as modifiers within noun phrases, but their
syntactic behavior can vary depending on their position and usage in the sentence. English
adjectives can appear in two primary positions: attributive and predicative.

3.1 Attributive Adjectives

Attributive adjectives occur directly before the noun they modify. This is the most
common syntactic placement for adjectives in English, where the adjective serves to modify a
noun within a noun phrase. For example:

« "A dark room" (the adjective "dark" modifies the noun "room™).

« "An excited child" (the adjective "excited" modifies the noun "child™).

In these examples, the adjectives are part of the noun phrase and directly modify the noun
in question.

3.2 Predicative Adjectives

Predicative adjectives appear after linking verbs such as "be,” "seem," "become,” and
"appear.” In this case, the adjective is part of the predicate and describes the subject of the
sentence. For example:

« "The room is dark."

« "The child seems excited."

In these examples, the adjectives do not directly precede the noun but instead function as
part of the predicate, linking the subject to its descriptor.

3.3 Adjectives as Complements

Some adjectives in English require complements, typically prepositional phrases or
clauses that provide further specification of the adjective's meaning. For example:

« "She is interested in art."

« "He is afraid of spiders."

In these cases, the adjectives are followed by prepositional phrases that complement the
adjective and provide additional meaning.

4. Morphological Properties of Adjectives

The morphology of adjectives in Modern English includes the various forms that
adjectives can take to convey different degrees of comparison, including comparative and
superlative forms. Many adjectives in English follow regular patterns of morphological
transformation, while some adjectives exhibit irregular forms.

4.1 Degree of Comparison
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Adjectives can express different levels of intensity or degree through their comparative
and superlative forms. The comparative form compares two entities, while the superlative form
compares three or more entities. The degree of comparison is typically marked through the
addition of suffixes or the use of irregular forms.

e Regular comparative: "tall" — "taller"

 Regular superlative: "tall" — "tallest"

Irregular forms:

e "good" — "better" (comparative), "best" (superlative)

e "bad" — "worse" (comparative), "worst" (superlative)

4.2 Derivational Affixes

Adjectives in English may also be derived from other word categories through the
addition of suffixes. Common suffixes that form adjectives include "-ful" (e.g., "beautiful"), "-
less” (e.g., "hopeless™), and "-ous" (e.g., "dangerous™). These derivational processes expand the
lexical scope of adjectives, allowing for the creation of new words that describe different
qualities or conditions.

5. The Interaction of Adjectives with Other Lexical Categories

The relationship between adjectives and other lexical categories such as nouns and verbs
is complex. Adjectives often function as modifiers or descriptors of nouns, but they can also
interact with verbs to express certain states or conditions.

5.1 Adjectives and Nouns

As discussed earlier, adjectives often appear directly before nouns (attributive position),
forming noun phrases. The adjective typically qualifies or specifies the noun it modifies, thus
enhancing the overall meaning of the sentence. However, adjectives can also follow nouns in
certain contexts, especially in poetic or archaic language:

« "The king divine" (more formal or literary).

5.2 Adjectives and Verbs

Adjectives can also appear after linking verbs, as previously discussed in predicative
constructions. This interaction with verbs enables adjectives to describe the subject or object of
the sentence, providing additional information about the state or condition of the noun. In some
cases, adjectives can even function as complements to verbs, further elaborating on the meaning
conveyed by the verb.

6. Conclusion
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The linguistic analysis of adjectives within the lexical system of Modern English reveals
their essential role in shaping the meaning of sentences and contributing to the overall structure
of the language. Adjectives serve to modify nouns and verbs, enriching the meaning of both by
adding qualitative, quantitative, or evaluative information. Through their semantic, syntactic,
and morphological properties, adjectives help to convey complex ideas and relationships in
English, enhancing communication and expression. Understanding how adjectives function
within the lexical system provides valuable insight into the broader mechanisms of language

and its capacity to convey meaning.
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